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. _VARIOUS MATTERS.

YUR TRADE,

The SBeeretary of the Treasury has jus
K_ubl.uhqd his Report of the Cmmynrcejam;

Svigation of the United States for the year
1836. The value of imports from England
alone during the year onding the 30th Sep-
temlwr’ lust, was 875,761,713, and from
the British possessions 86,022,915, The
axports o England amounted 1053,302, 183,
and W' the British sions 64,487,081,

:"l‘ha imports from Fiance amounted to 36,

SIS5.AT7. The exporisto France smounted
10 20,930,100. The trade with these two
countries and their forcign possessions,
constitutes nearly two-thirds of the whole
foreign trade of this country. The exports
to Great Britain and her dependancies, con-
stitte half our foreign exports, the imporils
from that country are not quite in the same
Proportion.

3 meof the principal articles of import
Trom England are cotton goods $11,805,134,
woollen cloths and cassimeres 8,608,724,
linens from England, Scotland and Ireland
6,666,498, worsted siuff goods 5,603,555,
hardware 5,681,742 silk goods 3,782,863,
eprthcn a'nd stone ware 2,403,500, gnld and
silver coin 2,322,020. The principal im-
ports from France are, silk 15,611,
188, cotlon goods 2,100,082, wines 1,042,
179, "brandly 1,108,826, specie and bullion
4,841,004,

The principal articles of éxport to Great

. Britain are, cotton 48,902,643, tobacco 5,

202,645. 'T'o France, cotton 17,619,757,
tobacco 067,600,

The imports from Spain and its depen-
dencies, were $19,345,600, of which 12,-
784,855 were from Cuba, and 3,200,043
from other Spunish West Indies. 'The im-

rts from China amounted to 7,324,816,
rom Brazil 7,210,190, from Mexico 5,015,-
819, from the Hansetowns in Germany 4,-
994,820, from Holland and its colonies 3,
861,614, and from Russia 2,779,654,

——
GREAT FIRE AND LOSS OF LIFE.

The New York Journal of Commeree of
Saturday says:

“*About two o'clock this morning a fire
broke out in the lower part of the large
five story brick building No. 109 Washing-
ton sireet, occupied asa public store, whic
was entirély deswoyed, together with the
whole of’its contents, Thegnildingcxtend-
wedinearly through to Greenwich street, and
eontained o large amount of goods.

While the firemen were actively engaged
in subduing the flames, the north end wall
of the building gave way, and, melancholy
to relate, buried two of the firemen in its
ruins, one of them, whose name we ascer-
tained to he Houghton, belonging to Hose
Lo0.No.13. Also,n young man apparent-
Iy between 16 and 17 years of age, who
was standing near at the time, got himself
so severely bruised, that very little hope is
entertained of his recovery. We couldnot
learn how the fire originated,

From the same paper—second edition,
¥rom the best information we are able to
obtain, the loss of property by the burning
of the public store in Washington street last
night, is not far from HALF A MILLION OF DOL-
Lars, on which was the following insu-
rance i—

Engle, £20,000
Mitna, 10,000
Equitable, 10,000
Contributionship, 16,006
Howard, 20,000
Mutual, 4,600
Merchanis, 13,000
Manhattan, 6,000
Firemen's, 10,000
City, 8,500
North America, 10,000
North River, 5,000
Total insurance, $132,000

A copsiderable mmount of goods in the
cellar are.only damaged

———
Singwlar Device.—A uiniular circum-
stanee, exhibiting, in a remarkable degree,
the reflecting faculties of a woll, is reluted
as having taken place at Signy-le-Petit, a
small town on the borders of Champagne.
A farmer one day, iookin;i through the
hedge of his garden, observed a woll walk-
ing round about his mule, but unable to get
at him, on aceount the mule's censtantly
kicking with his hind legs. As the farmer
pereeived that his beast was so well able. to
defend itsell, he considered it unnecessary
to renderhimany sssistance.  After the at-
tack and defence had lasted fully a quarier
«©f an hour, the woll ran off 10 n neighbour-
ing ditch, where he several times plunged
into the water.  The farmer imagined he
did this to refresh himself after the fatigue
he had sustained, and had no doubt that lll‘is
mule liad guined a complete victory; but in
-u few minutes the wolf roeturned to the eharge
anil, approaching asnear us he could w the
head oiptf:e mule, shook himself & spuried a
quantity of water into the mule’seyes w.ltn.-h
cuaused him immediau:!i)‘ shut them. That
moment the wolieaped upon him and Killed
the poor mule before the farmer eould come
1o his assistance.

m———

Out at the Elpows.~Nobody blames 3
vich man for going with his elbows out,
because every one knows that he ‘has got
money to get him anew coal; but it is l':;
wrdonable in n poor man 10 go TRZEEC
twam every body Jknows it is out of his
power Lo do otherwise. Yet there are ut th_m
present moment many whom we t-r.-uul
guppose rich, very mach out at she elbows.

FROM MEXICO,
Camreacnv, May 0, 1857,

Thewvery great and swdden chmge in
Mexico, snd the heavy claims against them
on all sides, makothings this way not very
pleasant,

Santa Anna sbill remains in retirement,
and ilhe dose not leave the country soon,
I am afraid he will be no better served than
Tturbide. The newspapers seem to think
that Great Britain will take a part in defence
of Mexico,

The French and English grievanees will
no doubt be amicably adjusted, and all the
ternpost turned upon the United States—we
shall soon see.

Not a dollar here 10 pay the troops with,
and we are fhreatencd 10 have them quar-
tered on the town.

The kte Amorican consul made his es-
cape .in good time—for these people are
Ecuing shove themsclves, and God onl

nows wiat will be the fate of the Amen-
cans in these Mexican states.

My latest dates from Matamoras are to
the 18th April, by which I learn that Gen-
eral Bravo had detained all the American
vessels at that port, expeeting that Mexico
woulil deelare war agninstthe U, States.

P. 8. Captain O'Flaherty is still in pris-
on, and in case of war he will have a bad
chance of gaining his liberty

FROM TEXAS;
There were several arrivals from this
country yeslerday—every thing was quiet.

The Mexican fleet had disappeared from

the coast, nol however, itis reported. he-
fore it had captured the Texian schooner
of war Independence and schooner Julius
Cesar. The Texian fleet had been consid-
erably augmented, and what with the assis-
tance afforded by American vessels of war,
merchant men may now go to any of the
ports of the republic without fear or moles-
tation,

The Kerankaway Indians. one of the
most warlike & dreaded of the tribes which
inhabit the frontiers of Mexico, have entered
into a treaty with the Texians.

We are verbally informed, on anthority
on which reliance may be placed, that mo-
ney, gold and silver, and New Orleans and
Mtssimgpi bank notes, were plenty in Hous-
ton. Carpenters were receiving 10 dollars
per day, and the supply was not adegquate
to thedemand. This holds outinducements
of no ordinary kind to mechanies to visit
this fine and healthy country.

The Invincible, Brotus and Tom Tody,
T'exian vessels of war, and United States
ship Boston were off Galveston Bay. The
Boston had every thing ready for action.
She was giving convoy to vessels coming
and going from the ports of Texos.

It was stated a short time since, that the
sloop of war Natchez had sunk two Mexi-
can brigs of war. This is a mistake—she
ran them ashore on the Brassos Si, Jago,
where they went to pieces.

We regret to Jearn that the late Texian
minister to this country, the Hon. Charles
Wharton, wasa passenger on board the In-
dependence, presumed to have been captur-
ed by the Mexican fleet. If this prove true,
he and all on board will have a hard time
of it.

Commissioners have been appointed by
the Government to proceed to this country
for the purpose of perfecting a loan of $5,-
000,000. 1In these times of pressure & dis-
treas, this will be no easy matter.

STILL LATER.

‘The New Orleans Correspondent of the
New York Courier and Enquirer gives us
the following particulars in letter under date
of the 24th ult,:

The Mexicans blockaded Matagorda for
about a month, but did not capiure any ves-
sels bound o that port.  Gen. Jolinson took
the precaution of sending there 200 volun-
teers, who together with the militia, were
yrepared to give o good receplion to the
Llexicnnn if lﬁe)‘ had landed.

Should the Texian government decide that
a movement towards Mexico should be
made, 8 or 4000 more men from Louisiana,
Mississippi, Kentucky and Tennessee,
would shortly join the ernsade. Indeed,
from the eity of New Orleans aloune, the
Texians mig{u expect 4 or 500 volunteers.
Many are already dreaming of Mexican trea-
sures, and Mexican mines.

Passengers arrived to-day from Texas,
via Natchitoches, eonfirm the rumours of
the long contemplated expedition against
Matamoras, and ssy that although there is a
strong party in favor of it, yet that the fur-
mers generally were opposed to it

Thatamovement on the partof the Texans
towards Matamoras ot this juncture, would
throw insurmountable obstacles in the way
of a friendly arrangement with the 1. 8. is
unquestionable, for the Mexicans would say
that sueh movement bad ‘been concerted
with the American government; but you
and your readers know too well that the
Texans have beon talking about that expedi-
tion two months ago, and il they earry it
inw effect—and I think they will —thr{ in-
tend to go o Mexico on their ewn hook.

S ———

The Governor of Pennsylvania has issued
his proelamation, offering a reward of one
hundred dollars, for the arrest within this
State, of the murderers of Rachael Brown-
back, of Chester county, on the i7th or
18th of lust month—and two hundred dollars
will be givon if the apprehension is made
ont of Pennsylvania.

T'he following circular has been addressed
by Bishop Oxverboxk, toall the clergymen
of his sect in the state, enclosing a Prayer
to be used in the Episcopal Churches there-
of, during the session of the convention in
Harrisburg:

Philadelphia, May 23, 1837.
Rev. AND DEAR sIH,

1832, 1 transmit to you the following form
of prayer, to be used before the two final
prayers of morning and evening service,
‘uring the €ession of the Convention of the
I"cnjrﬁ- of this State.

Your affectionate friend and brother,

H, U, ONDERDONK,

A Prayer for the Convention of the People
¢f Pennaylvania,

0O Lorp our God, the blessed and only
Potentate, the Supreme Ruler of nations,
we implore thy blessing on the Convention
of the People of this State; now assembled,
Enlighten them in their deliberations, and
guide them in their proceedings; that they
may in all things seek and advance thy
glory, the cause of thy true religion and
virtue, and the welfare and hurpincsn of all
whom they represent, in all their relations.
Thine, O Lord, is the greatnesa, and the
power, and the glory, and the mnjesty; for
all that is in the heaven and in the earth is
thine; thine is the Kingdom, O Lord, and
thou artexalted as head above all; both riches
and honour come of thee, and thou reignest
over all; and in thine hand is power and
might, and in thine hand it is to make great,
:mﬁ to give steengthuntoall: Thouart Father
of lights; all good knowledge and learning
are thy gift; and of thee cometh the righteous.
ness which exalteth anation:  And therefore,
O Lord our God, of thee wao ask, for this
Commonwealth, these favonrs, as thou shalt
sce fit to grant them, especially through the
counsels of its Convention; for the sake of
thine only Son Jesus Christ, our blessed
Saviour and Redeemer. Amen

S———
THE NEWSPAPER.

In this country, the newspaper is the poor
man's book. Let his oceupations be what
they may, he can find a leisure moment, to
snatch a passing glance at its contents, and
learn there whatis doing in the world around
him. Indeed there are very few who are
not acquainted with the current news of the
day; and there are so many in all the class-
es and conditions of life, who feel it incum-
bent upon them to engage in the politics of
the times, that these manuals (they may be
called) are indispensable in presenting a
view of the conduet of publie servants,
which every American fccl]; he has an in-
defeasible right to inquire into.

This is precisely as it should be; and it
only remains that as much true information
should be laid before him, by the conduc-
tors of the public press, as can possibly be
obtained, to allow him to judge rightly; and
to take his side to advance this patriot, or
to retard that demagogue, who seeks to ad.
minister public affairs.  Apart, however,
from political considerations, the newspaper
is the poor man's book; because it reacl:;a
his family. Itfinds its place upon the tea
table, when his little ones are assembled;
& where it finds tastes as various. ‘The
staid matron occasicnally gleans a hint for
her culinary preparations, or learns some
Ilrccept for the government of her house-
10ld; or perhaps cons over some tale which
takes her back to her season of youth, with
all its gentle influences and associations.
The gentle maiden consults the calendar of
marriage, to see who has preceded her in
the race, or perhaps whilst drawing the
moral from some story of affection, smiles
at the similarity of hopes and fears, which
picture her own little life of love, The
youth eatches a glimpse of the rudiments of
science, or the courses of trade. The
younger branches, down to the smallest
member of the poor man's tie to life, de-
rive delight from the moving picture of ac-
cidents by flood and field, the anecdotes and
wit, and lastly the rrinh.' which are daily
presented them: and thus the poor man
finds he has a library in the newspuper, a-
dapted 1o all the tastesof his litle commu-
nity, which to proeure by other means his
funds are inndequate.

=

The Exchange Hotel at New Orleans,
Jjust completed, itis supposed, is the lurgest
in the world—228 feet front by 196 deep, 0
storivs high, with a dome and tower whose
top is 118 feet from the ground, 1us 350
rooms, and a dining hall 113 feet long; asu-
perb marble statue-of Washingion has lately
arrived from lwaly, which will be placed in
the centre of the colonade, at the entrance
of the grand saioon, Tt is estimated that the
hotel will cost 550,000, and the furniture
$120,000,

By a census just compleied, whe learn that
the population of Boston is 80,828; being
an increase since 1830, of 19,431, or about
42 per cent.  Boston will be entitled, aceor-
ding this cenaus, to send fifty-six members
to the next Legislature of Massachugscts,

—————

Mr Seolt a eelebrated elergyman of Lon-
don, is about to migrate with a colony 1o
Wisconsin. Mr. Seottisof the New Jerusa-
lesn Churely, and will visit this eountry for
the avowed -purpose of promulgating the
doctrines of that chureh umong us. e is
ropresenied to be a man af great eloquence,

LY

learning and piety.

In conformity with the xwvith canon of |-

M
THE COLUMBIA DEMOCRAT

Saturday, June 10, 1837,

MORE SHIN-PLASTERS.

The Cattawissa Bridge Company have
followed suit with similar corporations,
and our neighbourhood will of course be
flooded with “promises to pay," in average
amounts of from twelve and a hall cents, 1o
twenty-five cents, fifty, and seventy-five
cents, and one, two, three, and four dollars.
Now, the conduet of the Bunks in securing
all the specie in the country for the pur-
pose of selling it ata prem’um,—their re-
fusal to redeem their own notes in conform-
ity with their pledged faith, and the re-
strictions of their charters,—and the conse-
quent secarcity of the legal currency of the
country, may render such a course cssen-
tinlly necessary inthe view of some peoply;
but s an open violation cf laiw, it will cer-
tainly never receive the sanction of the
community, and therefore we shall discoun-
tenance any attempt, come from what quar-
ter it may, to put these rags into cireuls-
tion. While the civil law grants protection
to the rights of every man, it also preseribes
a penalty for every oflenee, in order to pre-
vent, by the influence of example and pun-
ishment, the recurrence of such erime; and
when those who set the law at defiance, are
persons of rank and character, to whom ma-
ny look for examples of morality, the pen-
alty for any offence whatever, should be
strielly exacted.  If such men are left alone
in their unlawful transactions, then all law
becomes null and void, and will eventually
result in the overthrow of all order, and all
regpect for the dignity of the commonwealth,
and the integrity and intentions of our ex-
ecutive, legislative and magistratorial fune-
tionaries, We will then merely ask, who
issue these Shin-plasters?  'Who take them
and promote their cireulation?  ‘I'he answer
is at hands They are issued by certain cor-
porate bodies, through their managers and
officers—men who have been chosen by
the stockholders, on account of their integ-
rity of character, qualifieations, or exten-
sive influence and possessions, to direct
and control their operations, What ex-
amples to less qualified & labouring classes
of community! The nct of April 12, 1828,
prohibits the issuing and cirenlating, either
direetly or indirectly, of any paper having
the nafure, onaracter, or APPEAR-
ANCE of a bank note, of any less denomi-
nation than five dollars; and the same act
preseribes o penalty of Five povLrans for
every such offence, ‘o be recovered by
any person suing for the same as debits of
like amount are by law recoverahle,"—
We shall say no more, unless new matter
arise deserving animadversion, on the sub-
ject of theseillegal substitutes for a metallie
currency,  Every person in the community
should, by this time, know and und‘-rsmn'(l
the law; & if he be muleted into the speeial
penalties prescribed, he eannot attribute his
losses 1o any want of necessary caution on
our part.  We will take none of them 3—
and while we have reason to expect, before
many wecks elapse, plenty of the uarp cvg-
RENCY circulation, yet disappointment in
this honest hope shall not alter our deter-
mination, unless the Legislature may deem
it advisable to render them = legal part of
our paper currency, by altering or abolish-
ing the act which attaches a penalty to their
issue and circulation,

p 7 Tue Convestion proceedings pos-
sess but very litde intevest ; the whole time
of the members being engrossed with long-
winded speeches on points of order, or the
personal abuse of one snother. Thev are
talking about adjourning in July ; and if
they exhibit no greater zeal for the interests
of the public tham they have so far manifest-
ed, the sooner they adjourn the betwr, and
the fewer alterations they make in the Con-
slitution the less of aristocracy will eontum-
inate that already objectionable charter.

S ——

7> The Harrisburg Keystone™ is now
printed on a Napier press, and instead of
occupying-two days, as formerly, they enn
now strike off their whole Issue—upwards
of 2500~in less than two hours. This

will facilitate their eirenlation, and no doubt

'

reward their enterprise,

WEST BRANCH BANK.

As we prvdicted in oot Jost, so hus  mav
tbrs turnod out in the sale df the stock of
this institution.  Most of the shares brou ghy
ten per eent, advance; and nearly all, we
understand, were purchased by the “unfor-
tunate”™ erontures who have been “‘ruined
hy the speeie circular,” and who ery “pan-
te mnd pressure” t frighten country folka,
One half of the purchase money must he
paid down n specie; and as this will amonnt
to upwards of $100,000, we wonder where
the “poor fellows” raised the change? We
want to hitar no more nbout the scarcity of
gold and silver, and the necessity for shin.
plasters. There are $80,000,000 of specie
locked up in the vaults of the Banks and
Brokers of the United Statesy—a larger o
mount than we ever had in Ametica,—and
if the Prorre would only treat these sovrs
LESS MONTED MoNoroLigs as they merit, we
would have no trouble about making changes
The precious metals were supplanted by
paper in the revolution; and if such a policy
is permitted now, we may anticipate simis
lar consequences.

p7P. 8. Since the foregoing wns in
type we have received a lettor from Wil
linmeport, giving an account of the manney
in which the stock was thrown into particu-
lar hands, through political management—
at the head of which was Ex-Governor
Shulze nnd some others of the same stamp.
Their conduet has exeited universal disgust,
and Judge Lewis, Gen. Anthony, & many
others have abandoned the stock previously
knocked down to them, and refused to par-
ticipate, in any manner, in the future opera-
tions of the Bunk,

e m————rea

p=The following communication was
received after our article on the same sub-
jeet had been in type. It comes from one
who has represented Columbia county in
the State Legislatere—whose principles are
not biassed by pecuniary considerations—&
whose sole objeet is (o perpetuate our free
ingtitutions, sind add character to his country
and his eountrymen.

To the Editor of the Columbia Democrat.

Sie: 1 would thank you for information
respecting our Catfawissa Bridge Bank.
The setof Assembly granting corporate pri-
vileges to our Brdge Company, so far ns
my knowledge exwnds, never authorised an
issue of Paper Tickets, in the charaeter of
Bank Notes. The act expressly says, *the
name, style, & title shall be the President,
Directors and Company.”  Of course, the
Stockholders are the Company; and as they
were never ealled upon o vote, nor even
consulted upon the subject of issning Shin-
plasters, but openly di ¢'ared insonvesT, |
think the People ought 1o inquire into the
matter, and *“fix the saddle upon the right
horse.”  Such rags have been issued by an
individual in the immediate correspondence
of the Monster—probably under the gui-
dance of Thaddeus Stevens—and 1 would
wish you to tell us under what pretext of
authority, he exercises such functions, of
which, as a stwockholder, 1 have no know-
ledge. CATTAWISSA.

We are wholly unable to give our vener-
able friend the information he desires: bt
forthe purpose of giving wholesome advice
to the Company who have nominally as-
sumed the responsibility of issuing these
small notes, as well as for othor rensons, we
extract the second section of the act of 22d
of March, 1817—passed after the blow-up
of the bateh of forty bamks. ([ See Purdon's
Digest, page 97.7]

_Secrion 2. No incorporated bady, pul-
lic officer, association or parinership, or
private individual, other than such as have
heen expressly incorporated or establishod
j"ur the ptirpase of })’mn’.'ing. shall make,
18510, re-isvue or cireulate Yy promissory
nole, ticke!, or enzagoment of eredit in the
nature of a Bank Note, of any denomina-
teon whatsoever, other than such as have
been l'._sxm:.f by banks !anfuﬂy & expressly
extablished ; and Jrom and after the irat
day af -‘fﬂy next, 1o such l‘:tr'ur‘um'a!rd lo-
dy, public afficer, association or pariner-
siap, shall weoxive any suech note, ticket,
or engagement of eredil, other than those
abo_r.'r u‘rr}:!n!. ar those made and issued
’"_/ it or himself, orunder ity or his imnie-
diate ¢ thority, & fur e wmurk purrost
oF CANCELLING or DESTROYING
the same, under the penalty, in the case of a
Public Oficer, of TEN DOLLARS, and
i the case ?f a Corporation, Association,
or partnership, FIFT'Y Dollars, for cach
“{"‘ cvery nole so made, {svued, re-isswed,
civewlated, paid or received, to be recovered
by any person or persons suing for the
some, before any .'f(i!rrmuu or Justice of
the Peace within the Conmonreealth, an

debita wnder one hundred dollars are by laiw
recoverable,

i s

The capital of the New Orloans Banks is
854,054,000, of which $46,769,455 is puid
up; of this sum $18,681,820 is held in Eu-
rope, $10,225,025 in New Orleans, and $5-
732,160 is in real estate.

Their ciroulation is $7,1356,200, & specie
82,071,927,

—
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